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See So Extraordinary a
Spectacle as This, the Obsequies of
Buddhist Sadaw in Gorgeous East
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By CAPTAIN FRANCIS THATCHER — LATE INDIAN STAFF CORPS

HAVE been in places that the
foot of white men has sel- i of a vidual
dom trod, and 1 have looked Vicar General of the
upon things the like of vich Buddhists in Burma is unparallele

few men of my color have wit- throughout the world.
nessed, but of all sights the glitter- The word “festivities” is used
ing, unique, and fantastic pageants advisedly, for the Buddhist monk

( reat Yellow Robe is
cremated with great ceremony and
state, but when a dmxngn.ﬂmd
head of the order dies, such as the
illustrious Sadaw, who recently
passed away, and whose obsequies
I describe here, it is a great event.

at-  does not Order of the

of the purple and gorgeous Fast
tending the funeral f
Sadaw or

“die” as an ordinary indi-
He “returns” to the highest
heaven of the “nats,” (1) there-
ed -~ fore, a pohygyee’s (2) funeral is
called a pohn-gyee-byan—ithe re-
turn of the great glory

Even a iunior member of the

festiviti
esuvities

a part of the ceremnnial

strangel

S tens of ds of the fai'h- 1 i then varnished

ful flocked in

and gilded all this odd kind of mortuary chapel were striae of bamboc
Kehnnays, gay tinseled pastebdard fig- ard, brightly
ures of men with birde’ lower ex- r
tremities

Here the lay in state and a
constant stream of pilgrims from ail
parts of the eountry flocked to visit it
to ss their religious sentences and
make offerings of fruit and flowers as
they wnuld at a pagoda. The lyving
in state lasted several months, Juring
which time a econtinuous succession of
festivities were cclebrated with dances,

all kinds of games, such as the
tlar nadional ene of Gohn-nyvire ton
Gohn ¢r hikon, meaning to jump
and nyire is to deny or bluster. A
more noicy and contemtious game it
would be difficait to find--and boseing,
wkich very commaon institution
but hardly carried out according to

matting,
and

paste- a rcligious sig cance

masses Irom painted, covered
tering Unsel. This was in the characte
a seven-roofed spire represent- stout
ing the number of heavens of the net-
dowahs. It was square up to the
hejght of thirty or forty feet, where the ropes secized them and commenced
there was a platform on which was a frantic and uvprearious sf-war
placed a =>rt of centotaph resembling Thare was no selection of
the gorgeous payocung-hohng or outer numbers,
casket In construction and decoration ays
Abave this towered some hundred feet wiich
higher the great bamhoo canopy This contest went on for hours Tl
Numerous other spires were arranged explanation 'f this curi
iround the great central one, all glit- —1it is co
tering with gold and flashing with sible meri ¢ ¥ ar u-gyes’ body
thousands of tiny mirrors and colored to the funsral pyre Kootheil
glasses, to be burnt along with it. No falls to the share who
furction of importance as this the tug-of-war.
would be complete withont the two w e
was sewn together fimes sonmdl his body and: expading '_;_‘v' u‘u"jnsi'v«rArv rules, rur‘lhoyl kick national .mblems heing represented— Coffin 1Is
if's hesd %5 a covering with rhcfr bare feet and give violent the peacock and the white elephant. it last: the
of wax t 1y This all being Shittad o Fuketan: upward krocks with l.hr- knea and On one side of the funeral pyre 1149 \"r.o a‘nl s
Sad tial bullding of " DEE o2t ol have r"'f',n" n‘hu: unorthodox devices with its gaily decorated seven-roofed “1‘ ”p)‘r b '( l“‘ ¥
S with the tapering '\(‘rl-‘ﬁ: for knucking one's opponent 0\1': and spire towerinz toward the heavens fr“ . n,' "_"'“ - e )
astical payva-that rising over § above ﬂ.” Wi i JRESK NobORS BE. e A #£60d a0 enrMCUS whits slqphant on ,.‘.rex?t qudlnht.\ nf (‘”mh“'\[h'm P
his was fixed an immense white um- ¢ Mir- At the end of this period the a mosalc teak platform—made of Fial} Wnéd s-.mk(-.l s Qfl' s, S
i white lace fringe, ang D72l act of this strange cepgmony or pastcboard painted white with a richly  @bundance of scented chips. Around
nd about hung a number of paint- Series of ceremonfes takes place end  painted howdah perched on its back 100 the cars surged thousands in their
hollowed ou  a very substan- ings represeniing the different robes the :wrmnpun)ing photographs will feet in the air as it was certainly a hAn;:,u colored silk garments and va-
tial lid. The lid was not fastened of men—the swarthy Hindce, the ob-, SIv¢ Some idea of the weird and fan-  curious spectacle and its companion, riégated head-cloths. Many hor-
down for iderable time, anu a lique-eyed Chinaman — the Kareum y;»rw magnificence of the scena which the peacok, on the other side with its ribly grotesque masks, representing
pipe led f : in into the ground  with his plg tatteoed on his back and 'S Mostly splashad out in vivid bloiches  gilittering upstarding tail sparkling in  the weirdest kind of dev e whole
to assist Sadaw's body, the ghastly white-faced European of crimson and gold. ite thousands of facets of mulii-col- scene being lighted by thousands of
but this I necessary, for with his dog and gun, all the paini- An enormous funeral pyre was con- gred mirrors reflecting the flashing torches and colored fires—the shrieks
S lights and myriads of falling sparks of demoniacal laughter and shouts of
and bursting fire balls innumerable derision, rent the air; snatches of
chants and songs mingled with the

the old Au-’n already were grotesque and some simply (1) Spirits
rockets from every side. Now comes
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white man here an here, drawn
the strange and followed were
mosaic lookin
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their wake a craving for bits of rlass,
the unusual sights of life drew me #lass and zinc painlirgs

=ides wur
werse

side

sented rel 8 subjects,

the life of Shin Gautara: his famous
meetings with the old inan, the sick,
the dead, and the monk; hs departure

night from the magnificeat court

King Thoodawdana; his ascent to
Tawadebutham and the llke. Rearing
kimself over the top of the sarcopha-
stood the figure of an immconse
nagah (3) recalling the piouz dragon
chief 1t sheltered the Lord Buddha
from a flood of rain by couiling seven

and re-enforcements
ready to back up the
was on the point of losing.

to the scen
Long bef

grim the

carefully
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withered up vﬂd man of great age : ible in delincations of the (2) Buddhist monk.
h hell,

the time of his demise inner cof torments of Here and . here in 3Y Dragon.
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cries of men fighting and guar-
for now the culminating point
bed when the pyre is about to
hted. On ordinary asions a
match would be ufficient, or
the fire obtained by the friction
w bamboo, but
worldly and
to satisfy the sanctity and

the illustrious Sadaw. The

be lighted by sockets,

i om a distance. Scores of these
ad been prepared weeks before, and
irried round triumphantly in proces-

ods are too

the who had made

them, precee

sion by pecple

ded by bands of mausie,
men and dancing girls,
singing and dancing of the protiney of
the powder and the accuracy of the
aim which. will attain for them the
glory of setting fire to the pyre.

Each rocker had a figure of some
kind, a nat-dewah, 5 tiger, a bear,
atiached Some of them were of
huge size, constructed of the trunks of
trees hollowed out and erammed full
of combustibles in which sulphur was
the chief ingredient. Many were
eight to ten feet long and five or six
feet In circumference and secured by
iron hoops and ratltan lashings. Then
amid the shouts of the multitude, the
rockets were exploded and the sky
literally liguid gold and fire lighting
up the strangest scene imaginable.
fhe largest of the rockets were
mounted on go-carts and many others
guided by a rope fastened to the pya-

at. Many of the rockets failed to
have any other effect than making a
great splutter, others toppled off their
go-carts amid screams of derision from
the crowd, but it was not unattended
by loss of life, as might have been
expected, for some of the bigger rock-
ets flew off at a tangent into the crowd
where its fiercy belching found many
victims, bul this was only incidental
and was to be expected,

In the midst of the flashing lights
ind thundering reports one lucky
rocket plunged right into the inflam-
mable materials piled below the .bler,
and in a few moments the flames were

with young

to it
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BOXING A CEREMONY.

left J* sparkies

me hundred feet high

|
|

| Below. They ck each othe
|

|

- LANCLNG GIRLS.
‘ Beneath. Gelshas of Burma

— +

“Festivity”’
to Bury a

Chief--He
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“Return
of Great

leaping like great yellow tongues lick-
ing the tcpmost pinnagle of the

It was the be
after
surrounding
placed round the basement.
of the bamboos

inning of the end.

roof fell, setting

spir an
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stol shots, whilst

eers each s rum‘.
when finally

splre fell with a hisg a

nolse of pi
ing crowd ch
rence, and

the ass
anyth

umph rose from
tude, suggesting
and pious observances.

But there on earth they
all is changeful, sad, and
death but
rest of

one more
the final
last smoldering
the monastic breth
pleces of bone that may
these are carefully gathered up and
pounded down, mixed into a paste,

and molded into an image of the
Buddha, which is stored up in the
monastery.
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wren search for any
remain, and
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(Continued from Page Seven.)

first
among
hava the

among American
architects and
author-

stands
and
criticisms

sent
ulptors;
sts his

> name iden-

modern

Olmstead
tified with what s st In
landscape architect

Columbla He
landscape architect
vast syst
which mas
system of
also of
To inhe taste he au!s Lbr-
est training, both practical and
retical.

“At the call
brethren and at
committiéee these men virtually
aside their large and profitable
vate work and for nearly a year de-
voted their time, thelr experience and
their technical training to the service
of the nation. These sacrifices they
have made without pecuniary reward,
and at a time in the professional
careers of Lhe majority of them when
and fame were aiready se-

"AH'O

of the professional
the request of thi

DTl

success
cure.”

This is the commission whosa work
is now sought to bs set at naught and
whose suggestions in a matter of art
may be throw:n aside for those of a
few sentimentilists who have sud-
denly cenceived a desire to preserve
two trees that have been dhcover'd
ir the past month to be “historical.
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